
HISTORY OF
 CHALK ART

 

 

Street paint
ing has been

 recorded th
roughout 

Europe since
 the 16th ce

ntury and is
 

considered a
n important expr

ession of po
pular 

art. In Italy, 
street paint

ers are calle
d 

“madonnari” af
ter their his

torical pract
ice of 

creating cha
lk paintings 

of the Madonna. 

Oftentimes, soldiers 
returning ho

me from 

battle would
 give homage to the M

adonna by 

painting at t
he steps of 

village churc
hes and 

cathedrals. 
  
The history o

f this art fo
rm is closely ti

ed to 

the long and
 rich traditio

n of Italian 

processiona
l art, which 

included colo
red sand 

and sawdus
t painting 

as well as flo
wer-petal 

art. Many other 

countries ha
d similar 

versions. The
 famous 

Tournament of Roses
 

in Pasadena
 extends 

from this traditi
on. 

Small icon and e
x-voto 

painting, tho
se given 

to the churc
h for an 

answered pr
ayer or 

miracle, are al
so in 

the genre of
 the 

Madonnarro. 

We are a group of artist  
reestablishing an old  
tradition. These large 
“Coloring Book” style  
drawings are a great way  
to attract attention and  
to bring people together,  
allowing the public to be  
involved and provide a great 
out-reach opportunity. They 

are setup in a way that most anyone can par-
ticipate and they can be done any size from 
6’X6’ to larger, preferably on the ground but 
occasionally they have been done on vertical 
surfaces. The chalk is not permanent, which 
makes it a great media for a temporary event. 

“For we are God’s workmanship,  

created in Christ Jesus to do  

good works God has prepared in  

Advance for us to do” 
                                    Ephesians 2:10 

 


